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Air Pollution

 

TABLE 1 • Top Factory Farm Hog Counties and Human Sewage Equivalent

Top Factory Farm Hog Counties 2012 Hog Inventory Human Population Sewage 
Equivalent (millions)

Comparable 
Metropolitan Area

SOURCE



The Urgent Case for a Ban on Factory Farms 5

-

 

closed,

 

Water Pollution

 

 

 

-
E. coli

diseases in rural areas.

-



6 Food & Water Watch  •  foodandwaterwatch.org

 

Antibiotic Resistance and Food Safety

food animals. -

 

-

-

genes.

Salmonella
 E. coli

E. coli in manure.

-

E. coli

Salmonella

Manure Overload

-

• 

 

• 

• 
 

• 

• -

• 

many large dairy farms.



The Urgent Case for a Ban on Factory Farms 7

E. coli and Salmonella

E. coli

E. coli 
60

Worker Safety

-

 

-

 

-

 

 

Animal Welfare

Environmental Justice Communities

 

-



8 Food & Water Watch  •  foodandwaterwatch.org

 

 

 

Rural Economies and Communities
 in 

 

-

 

 

-



The Urgent Case for a Ban on Factory Farms 9

88 Tax 

 

 

 

Consumers

dollars has declined.

more  

-

Vertical Integration

 

 

 This 

 In 



10 Food & Water Watch  •  foodandwaterwatch.org

Food 
System Shock: The Insurance Impacts of Acute Disruption to 
the Global Food Supply
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Poultry Processing

57%

Layer Hens

30%
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Watt Egg Industry

Figure 1 • Market Share of Top Four Firms



12 Food & Water Watch  •  foodandwaterwatch.org

Conclusion and Recommendations

-

-

• -

• 

• 

-

• 

• 



The Urgent Case for a Ban on Factory Farms 13

-

Tackling Climate Change Through Live-
stock:  A Global Assessment of Emissions and Mitigation Opportu-
nities

Ibid.

-
Environmental Research Letters

8 Ibid.

-
ing greenhouse gas emissions from dairy manure manage-

 Journal of 
Cleaner Production

Mitigation of Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions in Livestock Production: A Review of Technical Options for 
Non-CO2 Emissions

Live-
stock Science
Ibid.

 Journal of Agricultural 
Safety and Health

Air Emissions From Animal 
Feeding Operations: Current Knowledge, Future Needs

-

Environmental Research.
-

Chest Journal

Journal of Agromedicine.

Environmental Health 
Perspectives

Environmental Health Perspectives. 

-

Agri-Pulse

Ibid.  

-

-

Water

-
Progressive Dairyman

Des 
Moines Register

-
-

-

Endnotes



14 Food & Water Watch  •  foodandwaterwatch.org

Chicago Tribune

Wisconsin State Farmer.

 Dairy News
King5 

news.
Holstein Pulse

NPR

Wisconsin State Journal

Environmental Health Perspectives.
-

Geography Journal.

Environmental Health Perspectives.
-

Environmental 
Justice

Environmental Health Perspectives. 

-
Society & Natural Resources

-

Environmental Research Letters

-
-

Ibid -
Center for Public Integrity. 

PNAS

Business Insider

Environmental Health Perspectives. 

-

Journal of Environmen-
tal Quality.

-

-
Applied and Environmental 

Microbiology.

Occupational 
and Environmental Medicine

Sal-
monella

Avian Diseases.

ISME Journal

 Journal of Food 
Protection

Applied and Environmental Microbiology.

human Salmonella

E. coli 

Salmonella -

Escherichia 
coli

E. coli:

Journal of Agricultural 
Safety and Health.

-
Journal of Toxicology 

and Environmental Health, Part A

-

European Respiratory 
Journal. 

-
Journal of Agricultural Medicine

Washington Post -



The Urgent Case for a Ban on Factory Farms 15

Miami Herald

Salmonella

National Public Radio.

Iowa Public Radio

 Food Safety News

 Integrative Zool-
ogy.

Eukaryon

Journal of Animal Science.

National Public Radio.

Chicago Tribune

Yale Global Health Review
Texas 

Observer.

The Atlantic

NPR

-
-

American Journal of Public Health.

-
Iowa Law Review

-
Human Organization

Oregon Law Review.

-

-

-
 Environmental 

Health Perspectives.

Agriculture and Human Values

-

Environment and Planning A: Economy and 
Space

Agricultural and Resource Economics 
Review

USA Today Network-Wisconsin. 

-

 
-

-



16 Food & Water Watch  •  foodandwaterwatch.org

See -

-

-

The Guardian 

-



More Food & Water Watch Research on Factory Farms

Factory Farm Nation
Over the last two decades, small- and medium-scale farms raising livestock have given 

Hard to Digest: Greenwashing Manure Into Renewable Energy 
Most food animals in the United States are grown on highly concentrated factory farms, and the 

Antibiotic Resistance 101 

from farm animals to humans via food, via animal-to-human transfer on farms and in rural 
areas, and through contaminated waste entering the environment.

The Economic Cost of Food Monopolies 

dominating the market in each link of the food chain. In most sectors of the U.S. economy, the 

For more Food & Water Watch research, visit 

foodandwaterwatch.org/library



1616 P Street, NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 683-2500




